
So the people answered and said: “Far be it from us that we 
should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17 for 
the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did 
those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way 
that we went and among all the people through whom we 
passed. 18 And the LORD drove out from before us all the 
people, including the Amorites who dwelt in the land. We 
also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.” 19 But Joshua said 
to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy 
God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and 
serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and 
consume you, after He has done you good.”



21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve 
the LORD!” 22 So Joshua said to the people, 
“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have 
chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they 
said, “We are witnesses!” 23 “Now therefore,” he said, “put 
away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline 
your heart to the LORD God of Israel.” 24 And the 
people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, 
and His voice we will obey!”  25 So Joshua made a covenant 
with the people that day, and made for them a statute and 
an ordinance in Shechem. Joshua 24:16-25



WWooooddllaanndd  PPaarrkk  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  CChhrriisstt  
1144  AAuugguusstt  22002222



} We encourage our members to live better and 
rise above the fray and filth of the world.

} Sermons, lessons, and offerings are designed 
to encourage better living and experience a 
truly abundant life.

} Make practical application of God’s word.
} We can add so much more to AALLLL aspects of 

our lives if we just rid ourselves of some 
people, attitudes, and habits that arrest our 
development, sabotage our efforts, strangle 
our growth, and frustrate our purposes/plans.  

} Can’t get out of our own way because we are 
holding on to some things we should release.



The book of Joshua  records the culmination of 
God’s centuries old commitment to bring Israel 
into The Promised Land [of Canaan], led by 
Joshua. 
} . . . and they departed to go to the land of 

Canaan. SSoo  tthheeyy  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  llaanndd  ooff  
CCaannaaaann. 66 Abram passed through the land to the 
place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of 
Moreh. AAnndd  tthhee  CCaannaaaanniitteess wweerree tthheenn  iinn  tthhee  
llaanndd.  77 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, ““TToo  yyoouurr ddeesscceennddaannttss  II  wwiillll  ggiivvee  tthhiiss  llaanndd..””
And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had 
appeared to him. GGeenneessiiss  1122::55bb--77  [[NNKKJJVV]]



} Joshua subdued the lands west of the Jordan 
River, conquering and overthrowing 31 kings 
(nations) in the process. JJoosshhuuaa  1122::77--2244

} Highlights God’s faithfulness.  So, we too can 
stand on the promises of God!

} Joshua issues the challenge to Israel in JJoosshhuuaa  
2244::1155.  We know it well, as the verse ends with 
one of the most oft quoted scripture in all the 
Bible, ““CChhoooossee  ffoorr  yyoouurrsseellvveess  tthhiiss  ddaayy  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  
tthhiiss  ddaayy  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  ..  ..  ..  BBuutt  aass  ffoorr  mmee  
aanndd  mmyy  hhoouussee,,  wwee  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  tthhee  LLoorrdd  [[GGoodd]]..””  

} As Joshua is about to leave the scene and his 
earthly departure is nearing, he a had few more 
well-timed and choice words.

}



“Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign gods 
which are among you, and incline your heart to 
the LORD God of Israel.” Joshua 24:23 

} Don’t allow these foreigners and those who do not have an 
appreciation for or an affiliation with God (along with their 
practices, habits, customs, lifestyles, and fads) to deter, 
distract, or discourage you from remaining faithful to 
God!  

} We can add so much more to our lives and become more 
of who God wants us to be by removing some individuals 
and eliminating the riff-raff from our lives, shucking some 
habits and behaviors, removing beggarly elements (that 
work as stumbling blocks) from our path.



Many of us can and will experience much better, more 
complete, and more wholesome lives if we would just 
rid ourselves of some stuff! 

I realize that “MORE IS LESS” is a foreign concept in a 
country of mass consumerism, excessive consumption, 
and mega social media followings. BBuutt  hhaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ----
} Less spending = more money (financial freedom)
} Less stuff = more space
} Less clutter = greater clarity
} Less anxiety = greater peace
} Less doubt = greater faith and confidence
} Less ungodliness = better standard of living (QOL) 



} Far too often we experience disaster, hardship, 
heartache, and adversity because we fail to 
disengage, disembark, and separate ourselves 
from things that hold us back. 

} The wrong crowd, unproductive practices, and bad 
habits become albatrosses and millstones around 
your neck.  They serve to sink and defeat you.

} If you find yourself spinning your wheels and 
appearing to be going nowhere fast or regressing –
not growing spiritually, failing in school, 
relationships always crumbling – take inventory 
and then take action!

} Remove the elements that are doing you no good!   



Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses [who by faith have testified to 
the truth of God’s absolute faithfulness], ssttrriippppiinngg  
ooffff  eevveerryy  uunnnneecceessssaarryy  wweeiigghhtt  aanndd  tthhee  ssiinn  wwhhiicchh  ssoo  
eeaassiillyy aanndd cclleevveerrllyy  eennttaanngglleess  uuss, let us run with 
endurance and active persistence the race that is 
set before us, 22 [[llooookkiinngg  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  aallll  tthhaatt  wwiillll  
ddiissttrraacctt  uuss  and] focusing our eyes on Jesus, who is 
the Author and Perfecter of faith [the first incentive 
for our belief and the One who brings our faith to 
maturity], who for the joy [of accomplishing the 
goal] set before Him endured the 
cross, disregarding the shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. . . HHeebbrreewwss  1122::11--22  
[[AAMMPP]]



RReeccaallll  GGoodd’’ss  ppllaann  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthhee  CCaannaaaanniitteess  oonnccee  
IIssrraaeell  hhaadd  ffiinniisshheedd  iittss  ccoonnqquueesstt  ––
“When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you 
are entering to take possession of it, and He drives away 
many nations from before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than 
you, 22 and when the LORD your God turns them over to you 
and you defeat them, yyoouu  sshhaallll uutttteerrllyy  ddeessttrrooyy  tthheemm.. YYoouu  sshhaallll  
nnoott  mmaakkee  aa  ccoovveennaanntt  wwiitthh  tthheemm nnoorr  bbee  ggrraacciioouuss  ttoo  
tthheemm. 33 Furthermore, yyoouu  sshhaallll  nnoott  iinntteerrmmaarrrryy  wwiitthh  tthheemm::  yyoouu  
sshhaallll  nnoott  ggiivvee  yyoouurr ddaauugghhtteerrss  ttoo tthheeiirr  ssoonnss,,  nnoorr  sshhaallll  yyoouu  
ttaakkee tthheeiirr  ddaauugghhtteerrss  ffoorr  yyoouurr ssoonnss.. 44 For they will turn 
your sons away from following Me, and they will serve other 
gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you 
and He will quickly destroy you. 55 But this is what you shall do 
to them: you shall tear down their altars, smash their 
memorial stones, cut their Asherim to pieces, and burn their 
carved images in the fire. 66 FFoorr  yyoouu  aarree aa  hhoollyy  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  
tthhee LLOORRDD yyoouurr  GGoodd;;  tthhee LLOORRDD yyoouurr  GGoodd  hhaass  cchhoosseenn  yyoouu  ttoo  bbee aa  
ppeeooppllee  ffoorr  HHiiss  ppeerrssoonnaall  ppoosssseessssiioonn  out of all the peoples who 
are on the face of the earth. DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  77::11--66  [[NNAASSBB]];;  sseeee  aallssoo
II  PPeetteerr  22::99



SSoolloommoonn  ccaann  pprroovviiddee  aa  ppeerrssoonnaall  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ––
But king Solomon loved many strange women, together 
with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 2 Of the 
nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children 
of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they 
come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your 
heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 
3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 
4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his 
heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the 
heart of David his father.



6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
went not fully after the LORD, as did David his father. . . 
9And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which 
had appeared unto him twice, 10 And had commanded 
him concerning this thing, that he should not go after 
other gods: but he kept not that which 
the LORD commanded. 11 Wherefore the LORD said unto 
Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou 
hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I 
have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 
from thee, and will give it to thy servant. I Kings 11:1-4, 
6, 9-11 [KJV]



II.. GGeett  PPrriioorriittiieess  SSttrraaiigghhtt  &&  MMoovvee  AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy

} Determine who or what is most important to 
you and where you want to go.

} Studies show that people who have clear and 
decisive goals and know what they want are far 
less likely to become sidetracked and allow 
outside influences to get in their way. 

“No servant can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be loyal to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.” LLuukkee  1166::1133



IIII.. CCaarreeffuullllyy  VVeett  YYoouurr  IInnnneerr  CCiirrccllee

} Know those you allow to get close to or 
influence you; know their game and habits.

} Individuals we allow into your hearts should 
be those who are moving in the same 
direction and/or have your interest at heart.

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 
[and influences] another [through 
discussion]. PPrroovveerrbbss  2277::1177  [[AAMMPP]]



Then He spoke many things to them in 
parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to 
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the 
wayside; and the birds came and devoured 
them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they 
did not have much earth; and they immediately 
sprang up because they had no depth of 
earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were 
scorched, and because they had no root they 
withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns sprang up and choked them.”
Matthew 13:3-7



IIIIII.. BBee  DDeetteerrmmiinneedd  nnoott  ttoo  CCoommpprroommiissee  
YYoouurr  VVaalluueess  oorr  SSttaannddiinngg

} Don’t be tricked or deceived by the “eye 
candy” and the “smoke and mirrors.”

} Satan will always make it seem like you are 
missing something or you just cannot live 
without what he is pedaling; never mind 
that it will --
◦ wreck your relationship with God;
◦ frustrate your purpose(s);
◦ lead you down a path of misery and lifelong 

regret.



Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious 
of the workers of iniquity. 2 For they shall soon 

be cut down like the grass, and wither as the 
green herb.  3 Trust in the LORD, and do good;

dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. 
4 Delight yourself also in the LORD,

And He shall give you the desires of your heart.
Psalm 37:1-3 [NKJV]



} BBee  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  LLoorrdd’’ss  bbooddyy
HHeeaarr the gospel ((AAccttss  1155::77));;
BBeelliieevvee the gospel((AAccttss  88::3377,,1155::77));;  
RReeppeenntt of sins ((AAccttss  22::3388));;
CCoonnffeessss Christ ((AAccttss  88::3377));;
BBee  bbaappttiizzeedd  for the remission 
of sin ((AAccttss  22::3388));;
oorr



} BBee rreeccoonncciilleedd  uunnttoo  tthhee  LLoorrdd
(I John 1:8-9); or

} DDeessiirree  pprraayyeerr (James 5:16).


